
VCS PAC Zoom Meeting 
December 7, 2020 

5:30pm 

 

 

The VCS PAC meeting called to order at 5:31pm. 

 

Dr. Murray opened the meeting with prayer. 

 

In Attendance:  Robin Bradley, Shelley Murray, EdD, Jennifer Hull, Sheila Triplett, Darnell Howard, Felicia Turner, 

Patti Wanat, Alex, Marcie Consiglio, Felicia Turner 

 

Welcome to Mr. Howard, his daughter Alicia attends The Lewis School and he is representing the Lewis School. 

 

The October 19, 2020 meeting minutes were approved. 

 

Update on the learning processes @ VCS, remote learning, etc. 

 

The in-school numbers are small; and whenever someone tests positive for COVID we lose another handful of 

students to remote learning.  VCS did a video message on social media stressing that just because someone is 

quarantined due to close contact it doesn’t mean they have it – it was stressed that at the time of the recording there 

were only two confirmed cases of students system wide. Dr. Murray is in close contact with Youngstown City’s 

Health Commissioner, Erin Bishop.  As far as the quality of education with regards to remote learning, our teachers 

have been trained in all areas.  What will it look like January 22, 2021-- we do not have a plan in place we are 

currently working on the plan.  We will not take away the remote access in the next semester for families who have 

students or family members living with them who have underlying health conditions.  Presently, Principal Hull 

stated that with grades 2-8 we have moved to 4 days a week; the 6
th
 grade class is too large so we have are using a 

blended option.  On dealing with the mental health issues (loneliness, etc)  --  VCS is currently using our internal 

resources (VCS Guidance Counselors);  when necessary they reach on via Zoon; our teachers are able to track 

because our teachers have been trained to notice them and if necessary VCS Guidance Counselors do offer one-on-

one sessions. 

 

Review of Foundational Documents  

 

Dr. Murray shared with us the Foundational Documents and their importance.  She stated that VCS is in the process 

of getting ready for the upcoming accreditation and this parent group has been a lot of help.  The documents focus 

on the holistic approach in dealing with our students -- stressing the fact that each student is an individual and 

unique.   Dr. Murray stated that the current curriculum guide is under revision by Shari Ball and it should be 

available in the spring.  Expectation and growth happens with Chapel, Bible classes, and retreats.  We need to have 

100% not the 80% as was stated in the document.  We must be intentional in guiding our VCS students – we must 

have those conversations (racial inequality, politics, COVID, etc.) because we want our students to be able to 

respond not react.  We must equip each VCS student with the necessary tools that will be lasting and help them out 

there in the real world.  We would like for them to have those not so good experiences while they are students at 

Valley Christian.  The world will not be so kind.  We want our VCS students to remember “who” they are and 

“whose” they are.  Community involvement is also a very important part of the VCS experience. 

 

Parental Concerns 

 Some guardians/parents/caregivers are having a hard time with helping their students with Zoom – Dr. 

Murray stated that we do have a communication committee -- LaToya Littles has been a lot of help sharing 

her technical skills; VCS also has a hotline; and Patti Wanat stated that there are some YouTube tutorials 

out there that may be helpful. 

 How can we get some of the students to come back to the classroom especially the ones who opted in?  

Peer to peer contact could probably help with this – VCS is willing to try – perhaps fostering a relational 

culture though activities such as taking them to the Art Café at the mall; VCS administration is still very 

hopeful that students return.   



 Students are falling behind – again peer-to-peer interaction may help; Dr. Murray stated that there will be a 

full on Summer School in 2021; it was also noted that some parents are coming in on Wednesday since not 

many people are in the building for some assistance.  

 In-school students feel like they are being ignored – Dr. Murray stated that right now we just don’t have 

enough resources -- our teachers are being pulled in many directions and at this time Zoom seems to work 

the best;   

 Patti Wanat stated that she would be willing to help with perhaps tutoring after school; outdoor time may 

also help those experiencing loneliness; Zoom games – UNO, board games, etc. may also help.  The Ohio 

Department of Education (ODE) also has some available resources.  A suggestion was made to put a link 

on the VCS website to address concerns regarding students’ mental health – something done in layman not 

professional terms. 

 The students’ voices need to be heard!!!  Mrs. Hoelzel is currently working on setting up a student group so 

they can voice their concerns (this was something she did at The Lewis School); a survey just for students 

was also suggested as a means for gaining insight from students. 

 Tumpa asked about (State) Option 23 – some of the special needs students are missing out on the 

vocational training – Jennifer Hull stated that she would check into it for her – but at this time this is 

something the State has at the bottom of their list.  Dr. Murray stressed to Tumpa that advocating to the 

state through the Parent Support group she is part of is one avenue that does work and with more support it 

will make a difference. 

 

The next VCS PAC meeting is February 1, 2021 

 

Meeting adjourned at 6:26pm. 

 


