
 

 

 

 

Valley Christian Schools 

Lewis Center     

Second Semester Plan: 2020-2021 

As we draw 2020 to a close, we are looking forward with hope and anticipation of better days ahead. 

We have been using the phrase “careful but not fearful”, knowing that John 4:18 says, “There is no 

fear in love, but perfect love drives out fear.” In addition, Philippians 4:7 says, “And the peace of God 

which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds as you live in Christ Jesus.” We 

believe we have laid out a plan beginning in January which paves the way for a strong and safe start to 

the 2nd semester of the 2020-2021 school year.  

At Valley Christian School, our mission is to transform lives through Christian Education using our 

Love More, Expect More, Be More model. Relationships are a core value at VCS. As such, relational 

teaching is critical to the life-transforming educational experience we strive to offer our families and 

students. Love is also a core value, and love requires that we put the safety and welfare of our 

students, families, and staff above all else. With our mission, core values, collaboration with local 

health officials, and input from the VCS community in mind, we believe we have developed the most 

comprehensive and measured approach possible to provide consistent and quality education moving 

into the second semester of the 2020-2021school year.  

 

Vision 

Valley Christian Schools exist as a flourishing faith-based education system to transform lives by loving 

more, expecting more, and being more. VCS is committed to providing our students with the best possible 

educational experience while implementing safety protocols that reduce the risk of exposure to the 

Coronavirus within the VCS school community and providing consistency in learning. VCS also 

recognizes the ever-changing climate and the need for families to have a place where information will be 

readily available. Therefore, all school updates and information will be posted on the VCS website.    

All VCS Campuses Will Move To Distance Learning: December 21, 

2020 - January 8, 2021 
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Goal: We are excited to move toward the 2nd semester with a proactive approach. Students will move to 

distance learning beginning Monday, December 21 and continue with distance learning on scheduled 

school days through January 12. The CDC recommends a 10 day quarantine period out of an abundance 

of caution. We believe by taking this proactive approach, we are setting our school community up for 

success as we move toward returning to in-person learning for the 2nd semester. A detailed schedule is 

listed below:   

December 21-22, 2020: Students will report to their regularly scheduled classes via Zoom. Building 

principals will communicate details with their families.   

December 23, 2020 - January 4, 2021: Christmas Break 

January 5, 2021: Students will report to their regularly scheduled classes via Zoom. Building principals 

will communicate details with their families.   

January 11, 2021: No school for students due to Professional Development.  

January 12-22, 2021: End 1st semester with the plan already in place. Option 1 will continue with 

distance learning. Option 2 will return to campus. 

Second Semester Plan 

VCS Return To In-Person Learning: January 25, 2021 
 

VCS has committed to providing the best possible education to our students while being mindful of 

proper safety practices and protocols. Our goal at the beginning of the school year was to phase students 

back into the in-person learning environment as safely and efficiently as possible. As of today, we have 

only experienced five positive cases system-wide among our students since October 1, 2020. We 

believe that our school is safe and that the academic, spiritual, and social and emotional wellbeing of 

students is compromised when they are separated and isolated for long periods of time. The safety 

protocols we have implemented will continue as we move forward into the second semester.  

On January 25, 2021,  VCS will return to in-person learning for all students. If your student or 

someone in your home is considered medically at risk, please contact your building principal  to 

schedule a meeting to discuss the distance learning format for the second semester. Students will 

only receive access to their Zoom classes once they have met with the building principal.  

Second Semester Attendance Protocol: Only students who have met with the building principal or have 

been officially placed on quarantine by the local health department will be permitted in distance learning 

Zoom classes.  

 

The safety and health of our students and staff is our top priority. The VCS Health & Safety Plan provides 

a more comprehensive explanation of VCS safety protocol and procedures. The general principles below 

outline this plan and will guide VCS as we move forward. We will follow the guidelines below:  

● To the best of our ability, VCS will implement recommended safety protocols to minimize 

risk. 
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● VCS will continue to work with the Youngstown Health Commissioner to promote safety 

protocols in each school building that keep our staff, students, and families safe. 

● VCS will provide the personal protective equipment, general cleaning supplies for 

classrooms, and extra manpower in the custodial department to ensure surfaces and high 

touch areas are cleaned frequently.  

● VCS will be transparent with all stakeholders and communicate possible risks associated 

with students and school district employees occupying school district facilities. 

● VCS will regularly revisit the safety guidelines to ensure safety protocols are met and 

continually evaluate the ability of the protocols to meet the current safety needs of the 

students and staff. 

Staff will: 

● Self-assess their health conditions prior to coming to school 

● Wear a face mask 

●  Perform a temperature check upon arrival at school  

● Engage in proper hand-washing throughout the school day 

● Perform daily sanitization of high traffic touch points (doorknobs, desks, tables, etc.)  

● Minimize multiple adult interactions with students as much as possible 

 

Students will: 

● Self-assess (with the help of a parent or guardian) their health conditions prior to attending 

school 

● Wear a face mask 

● Perform a temperature check upon arrival at school with the help of an adult 

● Engage in proper hand-washing or sanitizing throughout the day 

● Maintain six feet of social distancing to the best of their ability 

Cafeteria Protocol: 

● Breakfast provided to students in the classroom 

● Utilization of other spaces to ensure social distancing (classrooms, mezzanine, eagles nest, 

and stage) 

● Boxed lunches will be available to students (eliminate self-serving) 

● Sanitization of tables between and after lunch period 

Distance Learning: 

Distance Learning Goal: To provide students who need the remote option because they or someone in 

their immediate family are medically at risk with an overview of assignments for the week.  

Students will be provided a Chromebook and teachers will use Google classroom to organize the weekly 

learning experiences and communicate with students.  

Expectations: 
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● Students will complete assignments and turn them in on time 

● Students will receive regular feedback and grades from their teachers 

● Students will meet with teachers during pre-scheduled times to discuss assignments 

 

Teachers will: 

● Determine what content, knowledge, skills, and habits students need most and prioritize desired 

learning outcomes that arise from this determination.  

● Identify assessment strategies for the desired outcomes (authentic tasks, demonstration of 

learning, creation of media or other content)   

● Design learning experiences and curate resources for students that include multiple opportunities 

to learn (whole group, small group, 1:1, asynchronously) 

 

 


